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knowledge is still relevant today, the details of the knowledge, and the how the knowledge can be applied 
to a problem today.  
 



Adoyami Dolls 

Objective: 
 
SWBAT share memories using paragraphs 
and target vocabulary as measured by the 
rubric.  

Assessment:  
 
Completion of doll and quality of paragraph 
as measured by the rubric.  

Key Points: 
 
Create an Abayomi doll to give to a relative in 
order to affirm identity and create cross-
generational connections.  

Materials: 
● Stretch fabric in any colours 
● Safety scissors 
● Scraps of colourful fabrics 
● Ribbons or cut strip from ‘skirt’ fabric 
● Flexible magnets (If making 

refrigerator magnet dolls) 
● Key rings (If making keyring dolls) 

Brazil Connection/Vocab: 
● Adayomi doll 
● Bom dia 
● Tudo bem? 
● bonecas 

Agenda: 
 
Do Now 
History of Dolls 
Make the Dolls 
Write a Memory 
Close Out 

Homework: 
 
Give your doll to a relative and ask them to 
tell you a story about their lives or a relative's 
life. Come prepared to summarize their story. 

Do Now: 
(1) Who is the oldest living person in your family?  
(2) What do you know about their childhood?  
(3) How is their life different from yours?  
(4) How is it different?  

 

I Do: History of Dolls 
 

I’ll begin class with greetings in Portuguese, “bom dia” and “tudo bem.” Practice call and 
response with students.  
 

● Children would often give separated from their parents on slave ships.  
● Women would find these children and try to console them.  
● Women would tear off cloth from their clothing to make dolls to help the children find 

moments of joy. These dolls are called “Adayomi,” which comes from the Yoruba 
language and means “one who brings happiness.” 

● While making the dolls, the women would remember moments of joy in their lives to 
imbue that happiness into the dolls so that the children would enjoy them.  

● These dolls continued on in the communities of enslaved peoples in Brazil.  





Asking Family and Community 

Objective:  
 
SWBAT send formal emails to prospective 
interviewees.   

Assessment:  
 
Formal email sent to the teacher asking for an 
interview.  

Key Points: 
● Our communities hold an incredible 

amount of knowledge. All we have 
to do to access it is ask.  

Materials: 
● Computers 

Brazil Connection: 
● MST’s use of traditional medicine 

handed down from elders and aided by 
Cuba.  

● Senhor(a) 
● Obrigado/a 

Do Now: 
(1) If you want to know about something, what is the first thing you do?  
(2) Do you always remember the information that you find?  
(3) Is it always correct?  
(4) If you wanted to learn how to make one of your favorite foods or change a tire, who 

would you ask?  
(5) How would they give you that info? Would you remember it? Would it be correct?  

Lecture: Family and Community as Knowledge Source 
● What is the difference between information and knowledge?  

○ Information is simply facts. Knowledge is how to use those facts.  
● With the internet, we have access to all of the information in the world. Knowledge, 

however, is much harder to find.  
● Our families and communities understand our contexts so they are able to help us 

apply information to our real lives so that we have knowledge.  
● Working with people is a much faster way to learn well than simply reading a wiki 

page.  
● Example: The MST, which is a group working to provide land to the poorest people in 

Brazil, uses traditional medicine to keep their community members healthy. They 
learned how to do this from asking their elders to share their knowledge and 
continuing to pass it down from generation to generation. They did need, however, 
technical knowledge that no one knew in their community. Fidel Castro, Cuba’s leader, 
gave 60 scholarships to MST to help train doctors. Those doctors went to Cuba, 
studied, and returned to their communities to help with their new knowledge.  

● We are going to be researching in this class. First, we will reach out to our 
communities. Then, we will look for outside sources. Finally, we will return to our 
communities and share our knowledge with them.  

Brainstorm: Interests and Knowledge Sources 
● Silent five min free write: Students will make a list of things that they are interested in 

on a large sheet of blank paper. 
● Students will write family or community members that may be able to interview to learn 

more about those things.  
● Students will then rotate through their small groups, filling in the blanks as they go. 



Two minutes of silent writing per paper.  

Lecture: Emails and Interview Questions 
● Three main parts: 

○ Greeting 
■ Titles (Ms. vs. Mrs.) (Senhor/a) 

○ Body 
■ Clear. Concise. Kind. 

○ Sign Off 
■ Obrigado/a 

Work Time: Students write an email with interview questions and send them to me.  
● Write email. 
● Peer check off using the checklist.  
● Teacher checks off and sends it in. 
● Send the real email to the community partner.  

Closing: We discuss why knowledge from our communities is often better than outside 
knowledge and when it might not be.  







 

Already Know Want to Learn Learned 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SWOT Analysis 

Objective: 
 
SWBAT analyze their communities strengths 
and weaknesses in order to know how to 
orient their research.  

Assessment: 
 
SWOT analysis worksheet 

Key Points: 
 
Learning for learning’s sake is good. Learning 



Name: _____________________________ 
 
SWOT Analysis of ___________________________________________ 
 
 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Opportunities Threats 

 



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1axv0xMJvVS4eO-bbXAWmmLMGUaw99Dl4ZzbK383twBw/edit?usp=sharing


 

Research Question Checklist



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y03Duq5YofVpRjOYY5U1-UmsUMPbT6jgQ7_CIf61alI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Azf9hHk6yAI5QzVTwOaYGf0AUuL2y3x35qrGm_d5DgM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZQ-zbzVj17B3tl_dlyPsIyqF7h-PcMBMSA1e9lY3HFg/edit?usp=sharing


https://docs.google.com/document/d/19hJWv6bq8--4I4VQMS2kJzeIa-CONfoOzI3w9ZJDJNM/edit?usp=sharing


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_s0dKwToEeKtcTpbL32AP1Xd6U52NmRKVR7CcwSWbpA/edit?usp=sharing


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZTJnsfBN-ptR7HTZcQK14bHcaWrsm2Bq5POOp8ESAlc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BWuc5WilGSOnltjBArbAdOZwH_9C3vRiQWvRDx3GhMI/edit?usp=sharing


https://photos.app.goo.gl/vzBP5sTxQnuEU9B49


Cultural Artifact Discussion:   
● Even better than taking a picture of something, bring it in. 
● Class discussion on what counts as a cultural artifact.  

○ Take away: Pretty much anything with meaning and/or purpose for/to a person 
or community is a cultural artifact.  

Closing: We want to amplify, not demean. Be careful out there.  

Homework: Find artifacts or pictures to enhance your paper as we begin turning your papers 
into presentations.  







 





 



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EdK5yBiEeKCdouzzJeQ9Q18g0shrlId3bfi2PCfdSxQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Esqbg8xu3ztTETh4oaZY1eI_gW-B99vEOpT7KbSxgi0/edit?usp=sharing


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vGKDCOixA6s
https://youtu.be/CnYivDSb9Cg
https://youtu.be/CnYivDSb9Cg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HrFGqCvBI_1esqbubHTU5VmALXELJYStYSLAvx3s884/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yJEvMFjFNE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yTfWBT6xaPyEdwyNJ5W00gjbkIbl3-OqGyQJDd4H628/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f7TdO5I-NP4Sa2bFMUf1c2sTuVEUb-siHFPQG5s2Isg/edit?usp=sharing







